


TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—Year of the Priest
September 20, 2009

MASSES
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Saturday, September 19:
5:00 PM Mary Bernier—The Bernier Family

Sunday. September 20: Catechetical Sunday

8:00 AM Elizabeth Thomas—The Citro Family
10:15 AM For the People of the Parish
12:00 PM Alfonso Ferullo—Slifkin Family

Monday, September 21:

6:30 AM Charles Hofmann—The Hofmann
Family

9:00 AM Frances Tarlecki—The McLaughlin
Family

Tuesday, September 22:
6:30 AM Elmer Pieffer—The Hofmann Family
9:00 AM Carey O’Donnell Sr.—Kevin & Anne
Kelly & Family

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
9:30 AM Until 7:00 PM
7:00 PM Evening Prayer and Benediction

Wednesday, September 23 :
6:30 AM Catherine Kazana—Ed & Betty Kane
9:00 AM John Toner—St. Alphonsus Class of
2009

Thursday, September 24:

6:30 AM Dec’d. Mem. Of the Flanagan &
Fitzpatrick Families—Ed & Mary
Fitzpatrick

9:00 AM Joan McGuriman—The Doberstein
Family

Friday, September 25:
6:30 AM Marie Clearkin—The Hirst Family
9:00 AM Gerald P. Ginley—His Family

Saturday, September 26:

9:00 AM Mark & Meredith Breuer (Wedding) -
Breuer Family
5:00 PM Matthew Walsh—Joan Gallagher

Sunday. September 27:

8:00 AM Matthew Walsh—The Clearkin Family
10:15 AM Jennie & Frank Mele—The Children
12:00 PM For the People of the Parish

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Greg Ceneviva, Peggy McGann, Mary Ellen Kraft, Carol
Stilletto, Bill Landherr, Nora O’Hara, Michael DiMuzio, Arlene
Dunleavy, Barbara Ramsden, Douglas Doody, Kevin Romano,

Allison Samuel, Charles O’Donnell, Ethel Cirotti, Ruth Ann
Labold, Ruth Laughlin, George Hayeck, David Bryne, Grace
Marcozzi, Mary Gilles, Mary Britt, Michelle Gossner, Thomas
Fisher, Peggy Tilson, Gerard Taddei, Joanne Birchill,
Anne Romberger, Jennifer McDermott.

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS
James Concannon (father of Fritz Concannon), Harry Sykes,
Samta Constanzo, Ellen B. Cannon,

James Perry, Costantina Perri.
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5:00 PM

Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Owens

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Eileen
Fabiszewski, Robert Fabiszewski, Charles E. Hofmann III,
John J. Mischler

Music: Michelle Toth, JT Toth

Servers: Jessica Anninos, Joanna Anninos, Julie Baldassano
Lectors: Gerry Lowery, Jerry Smith

8:00 AM
Celebrant: Rev. Joseph B. Smits

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Loretta Citro,
Marybeth Fedyna, Michelle Gallagher, Terry Gallagher,
Jeanette A. Lindsay

Music: Frank Stieber, Mary DePaul

Servers: Kiera Librera, Lauren Melley, Nicole Mischler
Lectors: Nancy Voter, Shawn Quinn

10:15 AM

Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Owens

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Anna Marie
Croney, Suzanne Devlin, Vincent Di Francesco, Anne D.
Kelly, Denise Maida

Music: Ed Sarabura, ML Lewcun

Servers: Connor Rooney, Sam Hotchkiss, Austin Kelly
Lectors: Gene Klaiber, Nicole Harchut

12:00 PM

Celebrant: Rev. Stephen A. Moerman

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Ian Castro-
nuovo, Lisa Dallas, Raymond J. Lee, Richard Mohrbacher,
Patricia O’Hara

Music: Monica Matthews, Martin Thornburg

Servers: Christopher Bennett, Sean Bennett, Megan Bennett
Lectors: Mike Bennett, Larry Opert

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE VESTING ROOM
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NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Moses said, “Would that all the peo-
ple of the LORD were prophets!” (Numbers 11:25-29).
Psalm — The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart
(Psalm 19).

Second Reading — Come now, you rich. The wages
you withheld from the workers who harvested your
fields are crying aloud (James 5:1-6).

Gospel — Whoever is not against us is for us (Mark
9:38-43, 45, 47-48).

Meditations

Today’s episode with Eldad and Medad proves that
the Spirit of the Lord can “come to rest” on anyone
in any place at any time. God’s method does not
follow our measure. Therefore, it is wrong to waste
our energy trying to stop those who want to honor
Christ, no matter how meagerly. Christ died to
bring about just such self-donation, just such unity.
For this reason, we are to dedicate all our efforts,
ironically, to severing from ourselves anything that
impedes this all-important unity with Jesus Christ.
The graphic image that the Lord uses underscores
just how amputating and alienating is the mutila-
tion known as sin.

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION

August Giving

2009: $84,418.04 * 2008: $90,238.02
(* 2009 figure included E-Giving of $10,026.04)

Collections continue to decrease:
The August average is $5,820.28.00 below last year.

Thank you for your continued support !!!
The Second Collection next weekend will be for
Black & Indian Missions
Msgr. Owens

Poor Box
August collection “St. Vincent DePaul”: $442.48

The Poor Box Collection for September is for:
Philadelphia Catholic Guild for the Blind

TELLERS GROUP #2 — September 27

Joe Kelly
John Kane

Jim Gallagher
Pat McGee Lee Melair

REMEMBER TO PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS WHICH CAN BE FOUND AT
THE BACK OF THE BULLETIN

Anyone interested in becoming a
Lector, please contact Mr. Jerry
Smith at (215) 542-8036. Thank you!

PLEASE SILENCE YOUR
CELL PHONES DURING MASS
THANK YOU
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"The Poor Box"

It is such a constant in parish churches that we might walk
by it without reflection: the poor box. Consider this thank
you note from Sr. Marie Edward, O. P., Administrator of
the Sacred Heart Home for the terminally ill.

"Dear Rev. Msgr. Owens and all of the parishion-
ers at St. Alphonsus, August holds several and special feast
days -- high among them is the feast of our holy father, St.
Dominic. St. Dominic is little known in today's world, yet
united worldwide order which he founded in 1216 is strong
and continues to contribute to the welfare of God's people.
Most Dominicans are noted for their preaching and teach-
ing. Some might wonder of how our little order of Domini-
can sisters, caring for the sick with cancer, fits into this
illustrious family. The answer is complex -- yet idea that
one reason. With our care of the Marielle and dying patient,
we strive to preach the dignity of the human person and
show, or preach, God's love to the patients and their fami-
lies. The value of each person in the eyes of God is often
unconsidered in our culture. Once the person is no longer
functioning and valuable to society, he is put aside. Yet
these last minutes, days, weeks are of supreme value the
individual's preparation into stepping into eternity.

Thank you, Msgr. Owens and all of the parishion-
ers at St. Alphonsus, for your support in helping us with our
efforts to do God's will of serving his sick poor.”

It is such a good thing we do with the "little donations" we
toss in those big brown boxes by the doors.

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND
HOMEBOUND

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to

receive Holy Communion,
please contact Kathy Morris
the Rectory at (215) 646-4600.
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Fhaoughts ef St. Johin Vianney
O my God, come to me, so that you may dwell in me
and that I may dwell in you.

A Prayer suggested by the Curé d’Ars

ST. ALPHONSUS PRESENTS
CAREER EXPLORATION WORKSHOP

The purpose of this series is to provide each attendee new
tools, resources, and best practices as one begins or adjusts
along one’s career path.

Come learn the answers to these and many more ques-
tions:

1—What are the top 3 websites when searching for a posi-
tion?

2—Should I send an e-mail thank you or a hand written
thank you?

3—What is the average number of information interviews I
should have before the job interview?

Please mark you calendars and join us:
Thursdays September 24, 2009—October 29, 2009
7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Cost: Free
Location: Narthex Meeting Room

We will be bringing in Local Career Experts to facilitate
each session. Each session builds on the previous session.
However, you are most welcome to attend individual ses-
sions. The lead facilitator is Marybeth E. Fedyna. Please
mark your calendars and plan to attend. If interested, or if
you have any questions, please e-mail Marybeth at:
mbasscst@aol.com.

CATHOLIC LEAGUE FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES ANNUAL
COMMUNION MASS

The Catholic League for Persons with Disabilities
Annual Communion Mass and Luncheon will be
held on Sunday, October 4, 2009. The Mass will be
con-celebrated by Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Sullivan and
Rev. Edmund Maher. Mass will begin at 11:30 AM,
the luncheon will follow at 1 PM:
Rosewood Caterers, 8888 Frankford Ave.
Phila., PA 19136

Anyone interested in attending, contact Mary Ann at
(215) 739-0128.
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CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE

The Catechetical Institute, an
adult catechesis program at St.
Charles Seminary, is celebrating
the Year of the Priest with a spe-
cial two-part series on What is
the Catholic Priesthood?, Octo- pmers

ber 3rd and 17th. Other fall

courses include Overview of the Old Testament, Sacra-
ments of Initiation, Sacraments of Healing and Vocation,
Foundations of the Church, and Christian Anthropology.
Classes begin in October. For a schedule and registration
form, visit www.studycatholictheology.com.

SISTER PARISH OUTREACH
ANNUAL APPEAL

The DePaul Catholic School (Green & Logan Sts.)
has ten former OLH Catholic students enrolled,
while St. Veronica, St. Helena and other parish
schools have also enrolled students. Our Scholarship
Fund Appeal began on September 6. As in the past,
your support of these minority Catholic students is
vital to their academic and religious growth. Please
feel free to drop your donation in the collection bas-
ket or at the Parish Office. Thank you!!!

ST. VINCENT DePAUL SOCIETY
CLOTHING DRIVE

Tuesday, October 6, 2009
St. Alphonsus Parish Grounds
Maple Glen, PA
9:00 AM—2:00 PM

Reunong
St. Luke’s is planning a 40th Reunion for the Class of
1969 from St. Luke’s Grade School in Glenside, PA.
They are still looking for Classmates and you can help
with this, please contact Anne Furlong Maus at
amaus55@yverizon.net.

The Friends of St. Bridget School Alumni
(Philadelphia) are hosting a fiftieth and Twenty-Fifth Re-
union for the classes of 1959 and 1984 at the 11:00 AM
Mass on Sunday, October 18, 2009. A reception in the
school auditorium will follow the Mass. For information,
contact Ellen Sheehan at sheehan21@verizon.net or call
(215) 848-8396.
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ORGANIZATION NEW:s

CYO NEWS
CYO General Meeting—Sunday Sept. 20th at 7PM in
the school cafeteria. Please plan on attending if you are

interested in coaching basketball this upcoming season.

PARISH OUTREACH

On Wednesday, September 23rd at 2:30 PM in the Nar-
thex Meeting Room, there will be a meeting for all new
and past tutors planning to tutor at DePaul Catholic
School.

WELCOME BACK SENIORS!

The group meeting commences Mon. Sept. 21st. We
encourage neighboring parishes to attend. St. Alphonsus
Church is the meeting place. And 1:15 is the time to
begin. This coming year will be packed with activities
Full of prizes and games galore! The 1st meeting will be
a celebration of all birthdays. We promise the year
ahead full of fun, friends & more!
For additional information or questions,
contact Connie at (215) 646-6473.

Adoration Corner
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament is held
every Wednesday from 9:30-7:00 PM.
“Could you not watch one hour with Me?”
Mt. 26:40

Eucharistic
Adoration

&

Please contact Barbara Breuer at 215-542-7232
if you are interested in being on our permanent
adoration schedule in the fall.

For Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Intention:
Dedication:

For living out the Gospel Message
Lectors

Fall Pre-Cana Weekend
October 16 & 17, 2009

Pre (and

Msgr. Owens, Fr. Moerman and the entire St.
Alphonsus Parish Marriage Preparation Team extend an
invitation to engaged couples planning to be married in
late 2009 and early 2010. Our Fall 2009 Pre-Cana
Weekend is just around the corner.

St. Alphonsus is proud to have several gifted,
enthusiastic married couples who will help make this
weekend a rich, spiritually rewarding experience for all
the engaged couples to attend.

Registration fliers are located in the Narthex and
if you have further questions, please call Fr. Moerman at
the rectory.

THIS WEEK AT ST. ALPHONSUS

-

Tuesday, Sept. 22: Morning Bible Study 6:30 AM; PREP
4:15 PM; Campaign Mtg. 7:30 PM

Sunday, Sept. 20: PREP 8:45 AM

Monday, Sept. 21: Have a great week!

Wednesday, Sept. 23: ADORATION; Knights of Co-
lumbus 7:00 PM

Thursday, Sept. 24. Career Exploration Workshop 7:00
PM; Choir Rehearsal 7:15 PM

Friday, Sept. 25: Archdiocesan DRE Mtg. 9:30AM-3PM

YNosaic YNoments

Stained Glass Window Presentation by
world renowned artist, designer and
sculptor
CHARLES MADDEN
Sunday, October 11, 2009
Provincialate Chapel of the Sister of the Holy Redeemer
Mass: 11:00 AM, Brunch: Noon
For information call Sr. Ellen Marvel

(215) 914-4003
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CUB SCOUTS o
Discover the fun! St. Anthony . o
of Padua Parish sponsored R
Cub Scout Pack 164 invites all
1st through 5th grade boys to
check us out, and for returning
scouts to see friends and get
geared up for another event
filled year, at our open house on Sunday Sept 20 at
5pm. For more information, location and directions,

www.amblerpack164.com or 215-542-9353.
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Tuesday Morning
Bible Study

We invite our fellow parish-
ioners to join us as we seek to
expand our faith through the
study of the scriptures. We
meet each Tuesday morning
from 6:30 AM to 8:00AM in

the Narthex Conference
Room. Bring your Bible,
we’ll  provide coffee and

donuts and our humble efforts
at biblical scholarship. This
fall we will follow the Jeff
Cavin Great Adventure series.
For information contact Dave
White, Bill Landherr, Dick
Mohrbacher, Peter Anninos,
Jim Bennis or Joe Gisondi.

0
0 c{)’Religious Education
o LR ) -

Little Church School is a
program for children ages 3.4
and 5. The program takes
place during the 10:15 Mass
each week. During this time
the children receive religious
education on their level and
have a snack and occasionally
have an art project.

We are in need of teachers for
this program. The teachers
rotate every other week.
Please contact Linda Tonelli
for more info.

Our Seventh and Eighth
Grade program will on Octo-
ber 4th at 7 PM in the School
Library. If you have a 7th or
8th grader interested, please
sign up as soon as possible.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

How long have there been parochial schools in the United States?
Longer than you may imagine. The Jesuit fathers opened Saint Mary School
in Philadelphia in 1782 in the first light of independence. Catholic and Prot-
estant squabbles about the nature of education forced the Fathers to make
this risky and innovative venture in the heart of the city. The school was
closed by a devastating fire in 1902, but reopened in 1968 as St. Mary Inter-
parochial School, the first example of a shared parochial school. It is also the
only Catholic school within the confines of a national park. This is the
“Mother School” of this uniquely American institution. Many parochial
schools, especially in “national parishes,” were established to preserve the
culture and language of the “old country,” and also to protect young people
from prejudice.

In other countries, Ireland for one, the Church is authorized to run
national schools, sometimes under the sponsorship of a parish. In still other
places, such as Quebec, publicly-funded “separate schools” were adminis-
tered by the Church. Wherever the state funds Catholic schools, normally
enrollment is guaranteed to all applicants. The Quebec system was disman-
tled in 1998 when the state decided to reorganize schools along linguistic
lines rather than religious affiliation. Parochial schools require considerable
sacrifice, but they endure as a distinctive treasure of the Church in the United
States.

HOW DO WE TREAT THE MESSENGER?

Let’s not be too hasty in defining who is “the wicked one” and who
(namely us) is just! We are very quick to label others as evil, because we
tend to label ourselves as good guys. We don’t like it when we are brought
up short by a prophetic voice that brings us some bad news about our own
behavior. We don’t like to be reproached for transgressions of the law or
charged with violations of our training.

We may condemn and abuse those who bring us up against these
truths about ourselves when, if we were really good, we would thank them
for helping to keep us on the right path. This is the way they treated the
prophets and the way they treated Jesus. Is this also the way we treat those
whose message we don’t like?
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