
 

 

33 Conwell Drive, Maple Glen, PA 19002       (215) 646-4600 

St. Alphonsus Parish 

“We, though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf” 
       [1 Corinthians 10:17] 

Our Homilists will focus on the Eucharist and the 
 Year of the Priest. 

Babysitting available in the Pre-K Room at the School 

Forty Hours Devotion 
 

 Sunday, November 15, 2009 
    12:00 Noon   Mass 
    1:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
    7:30 pm Evening Prayer and Benediction 
    Homilist: Father James Oliver 
 
     Monday, November 16, 2009 
    9:00 am  Opening Mass 
    9:30 am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
    7:30 pm  Evening Prayer and Benediction 
    Homilist Father Wilfred Maloney 
 
     Tuesday, November 17, 2009 
    9:00 am  Opening Mass 
    9:30 am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
    7:30 pm  Evening Prayer and Benediction 
    Homilist Father Edward Hallinan 
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Saturday, November 14:  
   5:00 PM Barbara Martosella—Peter Martosella  
 
Sunday, November 15: FORTY HOURS BEGINS 
   8:00 AM Carl Motz—The Rizzuto Family 
 10:15 AM For the People of the Parish 
 12:00 PM Matthew Walsh—Dan & Carol Opdyke 
 
Monday, November 16:  
   6:30 AM For an Increase in Vocations to the  
  Priesthood & Religious Life  
   9:00 AM Elmer Humes—Dolores & John Loftus 
   
Tuesday, November 17:  
   6:30 AM For an Increase in Vocations to the  
  Priesthood & Religious Life 

   9:00 AM Jill A. Hopper—The Hopper Family 
 
Wednesday, November 18: 
  6:30 AM Roy Wolfinger—The Hofmann Family 
  9:00 AM Esther C. Elison—Mr. & Mrs. Francis P. 
  Burns, Jr. 

Thursday, November 19:  
  6:30 AM Dec’d Members of  Fitzpatrick &  
  Flanagan Families 
  9:00 AM Mary Gerngross—Jim & Kathy Morris 
 
Friday, November 20:  
  6:30 AM For an Increase in Vocations to the  
  Priesthood & Religious Life  
  9:00 AM Clifford Woody—Gewartowski Family 
 
Saturday, November 21:  
  9:00 AM Eileen Mangine—Gewartowski Family 
  5:00 PM Marion Krupa—Mary Ann & Jerry  
  Smith  
 
Sunday, November 22:  
  8:00 AM Charles Bernier—The Bernier Family 
10:15 AM Timothy Green (15th Ann.) - Family 
12:00 PM For the People of the Parish  
  

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
November 15, 2009  

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
 

Elizabeth Schapperle, Nicolas Clothier, Robert Breen, Carol 
Plover, Anthony Caffarina, Mary Ellen Palmieri, Greg Ceneviva, 
Peggy McGann, Mary Ellen Kraft, Carol Stilletto, Bill Landherr, 

Nora O’Hara, Michael DiMuzio,   Barbara Ramsden, Douglas 
Doody, Kevin  Romano, Charles O’Donnell, Ethel Cirotti, Ruth 
Ann Labold,  David Bryne, Grace Marcozzi, Mary Gilles, Mary 
Britt, Michelle Gossner, Thomas Fisher,  Gerard Taddei, Joanne 

Birchill, Anne  Romberger, Jennifer McDermott. 
DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 

 
Elizabeth Marr, Mary Scarcelli (mother of Albert Scarcelli),  

Barbara Monasky, Marian Jakubowski. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
9:30 AM  Until 7:00 PM 

7:00 PM Evening Prayer and Benediction 

November 21/22, 2009 
 
5:00 PM  
Celebrant: Rev. Stephen A. Moerman 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: John Mischler, 
Bernadette Taddei, Claire Tatlow, Raymond Tatlow, Suzanne 
Teleha 
Music: Michele Toth, J. T. Toth 
Servers: Emily Kaempffe, Keegan MacMaster, Jacob  
McKibbin 
Lectors: Jerry Smith, J. T. Toth 
 
8:00 AM 
Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Owens 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Henry Brady, 
Rita Brady, Jane Girondo, Jeanette Lindsay, Jean Magnant, 
George Tenzinger, Kathleen Tenzinger, Arlene White, Davis 
White 
Music: Frank Stieber, Tom Lenihan 
Servers: Mary Katherine Maloney, Daniel Marley, Gianna 
Perri 
Lectors: Skip Urban, Nicole Harchut 
 
10:15 AM  
Celebrant: Rev. Joseph B. Smits 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Peter Anninos, 
Suzanne Anninos, Joseph Gisondi, John Jennings, Anne Kelly 
Music: Peter Teleha, HS Cantors 
Servers: Kiera Librera, Lauren Melley, Nicole Mischler 
Lectors: Mary Doody, Hank Brady 
 
12:00 PM 
Celebrant: Rev. Stephen A. Moerman 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Lisa Dallas, 
Vincent DiFrancesco, Alvira Dierkes, James Dierkes, Michelle 
Gallagher, Terrence Gallagher, Rosemary Kennedy, Joseph 
Kennedy 
Music: Revelation  
Servers: Connor Rooney, Sam Hotchkiss, Austin Kelly 
Lectors: John McFadden, Amanda McFadden 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES ARE  
AVAILABLE IN THE VESTING ROOM 



 

Page 3      Bulletin notices are due no later than Monday noon to vj_barbour@live.com 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — One like a Son of man received do-
minion, glory, and kingship (Daniel 7:13-14). 
Psalm — The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty 
(Psalm 93). 
Second Reading — Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead (Revelation 1:5-8). 
Gospel — For this I came into the world, to testify to 
the truth (John 18:33b-37). 

 
Meditations 

“Jesus of Nazareth… is so intrinsically king that the title 
‘King’ has actually become his name. By calling our-
selves Christians, we label ourselves as followers of the 
king… God did not intend Israel to have a kingdom. The 
kingdom was a result of Israel’s rebellion against God.. 
The law was to be Israel’s king, and, through the law, 
God himself… God yielded to Israel’s obstinacy and so 
devised a new kind of kingship for them. The King is Je-
sus; in him God entered humanity and espoused it to 
himself. This the usual form of the divine activity in rela-
tion to mankind. God does not have a fixed plan that he 
must carry out; on the contrary, he has many different 
ways of finding man and even of turning his wrong ways 
into right ways… The feast of Christ the King is there-
fore not a feast of those who are subjugated, but a feast 
of those who know that they are in the hands of the one 
who writes straight on crooked lines.”  
Pope Benedict XVI 

 

 

The Poor Box Collection for November is for: 
Ambler Community Cupboard 

TELLERS GROUP  # 6 — November 22 
 

Marion Harrer  Ed Vasoli 
   Dick Ruth               Jim McCoog 

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

September Giving 
 

2009: $82,605.00*               2008: $82,630.00  
(* 2009 figure included E-Giving of $10,192.00) 

  

Poor Box 
October collection for St. Vincent DePaul was $328.03 

 

Thank you for your continued support !!! 
Msgr. Owens 

To subscribe call  
215-587-3660 or 

visit their  
website: 

www.cst-phl.com  

SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO 
SEMINARY APPEAL 

PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION TO: 
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary 

Office for Development 
100 East Wynnewood Road 

Wynnewood, PA 19096 
 

OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE 
YOUR DONATION ONLINE 

PLEASE VISIT: 
www.scs.edu 

 
 
 
 

St. Alphonsus is starting a program 
 in which highlights from our weekly bulletin 

 can be sent to your email address! 
 

(We have 17 people signed up to date.) 

Stay informed! 
Be in the know for St. A’s activities! 

 

This is a voluntary program – 
the communication will not be sent to your email 

 unless you respond to this note. 
 

Send your name and email address to: 

stas-parish@comcast.net 
(You will receive your email each Sunday evening.) 

Thank you to Jean Gretzinger 
for the beautiful All Soul’s 
display in the church. Jean’s 
flower ministry is truly a gift 
to our parish and reminds us 

of the beauty that God bestows on us daily. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
 

We need genuine health care reform—reform that helps 
save lives, not destroy them. 

TELL CONGRESS 
“Remove Abortion Funding and Mandates 

From Needed Health Care Reform” 
Visit www.usccb.org/action 
to send your e-mails today. 
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Thoughts of St. John Vianney 
 
 

In the morning we should behave towards god like 
an infant in its cradle. As soon as it opens its eyes, it 
looks quickly through the room to see its mother. 
When it sees her, it begins to smile. When it cannot 
see her, it cries. 
 
Catechetical Illustration from Nature 

PRAYER LINE GROUP 
 

If you, or someone you know is in need of prayer, 
please contact the parish office and we will add your 
name to the prayer line. The prayer line group is 
always in need of volunteers to help 
with this ministry. This ministry may 
be of interest to our homebound pa-
rishioners. Please call Jill Neyer at 
(215) 628-4897 if interested. Through 
prayer, God will touch our hearts, and 
bring us comfort, healing and peace. 

 
 
 

7th and 8th Grade PREP 
Please join us Sunday night, November 15th at 7 PM for 
our 7th & 8th grade PREP.  

  Advent Wreath In Your Home 
  

Prepare for “The coming of Jesus” 
A Wonderful tradition to start in  

your family 
The wreaths and candles will be available  

in the narthex for you to purchase. 
 $15 Wreath with Candles  
 $5 Candles Only   
 $7 Children’s Wreaths  
  
        Just place your payment in the box provided 

Any questions, please call  
Jean Gretzinger at (215) 646-1766 or  

Kathy Morris at (215) 646-4600 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE: 
THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 

Presenter: Christopher West, renowned speaker 
Saturday, November 21, 2009 
9 AM—3 PM (Mass at 8 AM) 

Mary, Mother of the Redeemer Parish 
1325 Upper State Road 
North Wales, PA 19454 

For registration information: 
www.tobininstitute.org. 

Thank you to all the groovy 
folks who assisted with the  
Annual Parish Auction on No-
vember 14th. It was spectacular 

event and a good time was had by all. 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL? 
 

The Tribunal is a group of specifically qualified 
priests, sisters and lay persons whose responsibility 
is to come to the help of people who have experi-
enced divorced. 
When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church always 
seeks to balance two realities. One is the unbreak-
ableness of the bond of marriage. This is God’s law. 
It cannot be broken by human intervention. On the 
other hand, the Church is concerned about the spiri-
tual welfare of the people involved. Was this a true 
marriage? Even though a Catholic marriage was 
celebrated, perhaps there was some weakness in the 
consent of the parties involved. The Annulment Pro-
cedure addresses this problem without affixing 
blame on either party. 
If you are divorced or married outside the Catholic 
Church, please telephone the Tribunal Office. Have 
no fear. All interviews are private. 

 
The Tribunal 

222 North 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 587-3750  

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND 
HOMEBOUND 

 
 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to 
 receive Holy Communion,  

please contact  Kathy Morris at 
the Rectory at (215) 646-4600. 



 

 
 
 

ST. ALPHONSUS SENIORS AND TRAVEL 
St. Alphonsus Seniors will hold its Memorial Mass on 
Monday, November 16th at 12:30 PM. The Mass will 
immediately be followed by a luncheon in the Church 
Hall. Reservations will be taken for the Christmas Party 
Luncheon which will be held at William Penn Inn on 
December the 14th, cost is $25 each.. Until further no-
tice, First Monday Bingo will not be held. For more in-
formation, call (215)-646-6473. 
 

SENIOR TRAVEL 
Tues., Dec. 1, 2009:  Trop Casino—Show & Buffet 
   ‘Miracle on 34th St.’ - $50 
Tues. Jan 19, 2010: Philadelphia Park $23 
Tues. Mar 23, 2010: Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 
   Show & Lunch $82 

For more info, call Eleanor Deon 
(215) 646-4492 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 

Notre Dame Council held their Member’s Banquet at 
Sorella Rose Restaurant on October 17th with some 50 
people in attendance. Music was provided by Jim Moli-
naro accompanied by his wife and mother. Raffle tickets 
were sold for door prizes and proceeds will be donated 
to Ambler Community Ambulance. 
Council # 3843 members are from St. Alphonsus, St. 
Anthony and St. Joseph parishes. For membership infor-
mation, please contact Ray Lee at (215) 641-9887 or Pat 
Conte at (215) 643-1931. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. ALPHONSUS 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 15:  FORTY HOURS ;  PREP 
8:45 AM; RCIA 9:15 AM;  Little Church 
School 10:15 AM; 7th & 8th Grade PREP 
 

Monday, Nov. 16:  FORTY HOURS; Sr. Citizens 1:15 
PM 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 17: FORTY HOURS; Morning Bible 
Study 6:30 AM; 2nd Grade Brownies 2:30 PM; Share 
the Word 4:00 PM; Prep 4:15 PM 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 18:   ADORATION; Knights of Co-
lumbus 7:00 PM; Evening Bible Study 7:30 PM 
 

Thursday, Nov. 19: 4th Grade Brownies 2:30 PM;  
Choir Rehearsal 7:15 PM; Vision of Hope Mtg. 7:30 PM 
 

Friday, Nov. 20:  3rd Grade Brownies 2:30 PM 
 

Saturday, Nov. 21: Knight of Columbus CPR Training 
8:00 AM-5:00 PM  

 

 
 

Adoration Corner 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament is held every 

Wednesday from 9:30-7:00 PM. 
 

“Could you not watch 
 one hour with Me?” 

Mt. 26:40 
 

Please contact Barbara Breuer at 215-542-7232 
 if you are interested in being on our permanent  

adoration schedule in the fall.  
 

For Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
 

Intention: For Deceased Family Members 
Dedication: Rectory Volunteers 

 
DIRECTED RETREAT WEEKEND 

 
For those interested in a quiet weekend of prayer consider 
the Spiritual Growth Center in Wernersville, PA (1 and 
1/2  from Maple Glen). The retreat begins on Friday eve-
ning and concludes at midday on Sunday. A staff spiri-
tual director meets with the retreatant to offer guidance 
and selections from sacred Scripture for meditation. The 
grounds are spectacular, offering many locations for soli-
tary prayer. The house observes silence—at the meals as 
well—to foster an atmosphere in which the retreat can 
better understand the voice of the Lord. The weekends 
scheduled are as follows: December 11-13, January 29-
31, February 26-28, March 26-28, and it May 14-16. The 
retreat center can be reached at www.jesuitcenter.org or 
by phone at (610) 670-3642. Their e-mail address is 
jescntbus@jesuit.org. Did we mention that the grounds 
are spectacular? 

LANSDALE CATHOLIC  
COMMUNION BREAKFAST 

 
Alumni and Friends of Lansdale Catholic are invited to 

celebrate LC’s 60th Anniversary. 
 Sunday, November 29th, 2009. 

Mass—8:30 AM at St. Stanislaus Church, Lansdale 
Buffet breakfast—10:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Marjeane’s Caterers, Lansdale  
Cost—$20 

For tickets and more information, please call  
George DiDomizio ‘53 (215) 234-4510 or 

Henry O’Hara ‘74 (610) 584-5922 
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A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear friends, 
 
 

When I was first diagnosed as having multiple sclerosis I promised that I 
would not use this space for "health bulletins". I may have used this space three 
times in the last six years for that purpose. I do so today as a response to two notable 
changes in my attempt to deal with my infirmity - at least most demanding of my in-
firmities. Many of you by now realize I took a spill at Mass last weekend. The culprit 
was the single step in front of the presidential chair. I am dealing with "drop foot". 
When tired my right leg shuffles a bit. It does not lift as high as it should. I also man-
aged to twist my "good knee". Secondly, you may have noticed me using a "scooter" 
- a loaner from Nick D’Amico. It will provide me with greater mobility around the 
grounds and hopefully affect my level of fatigue. 

I am sure that you do not find this unusual that after six years of living with 
MS, it has affected my spiritual life. The most obvious challenge to me at this point 
is learning the lessons of humility imposed on me by my physical debilitation. In 
some measure I have accepted the grace that God gives in this regard. I am more in-
clined to ask for some help than I was in the beginning. The people I work with on 
staff, and so many of you, have extended a helping hand in so many ways. I feel 
blessed by God to be your pastor. 

Perhaps on a deeper level I find myself saying things to me that I have often 
said to others who struggle with chronic disease. Wisdoms such as "place yourself 
with your sufferings next to Christ on the cross", or "keep a small crucifix in your 
pocket to hold when things are difficult" take on new meaning when directed at my-
self. I remember wondering when we opened the new church who would be the first 
to use the ramp to the sanctuary. I never imagined it would be me. His plan, my plan. 
Oh! So this is what it means to be obedient. 

I feel like the woman in last week's first reading who was instructed by the 
prophet to cook her last bit of wheat for him to consume. She was asked to trust God 
even though she could not see the wisdom of what she was doing. I wonder for my-
self what the future will bring. The only guarantee I know is that God will be there 
with me. I want to say "bring it on" trusting that God understands the fear and trepi-
dation in my voice. That little lady found out that God was true to his promise. Her 
pot was never again empty. One of our hymns goes, "we walk by faith and not by 
sight". 

Let us pray for one another during this Year for Priests. We are one body of 
Christ. One person's prayer pours grace into another person's life. I love this Eucha-
ristic prayer: May all that is you, Lord, flow into me. May your body and blood in my 
food and my drink. May your passion and death be my strength and my hope. With-
out you, Lord, I can do nothing. Keep calling out to me that one day I may join you 
in the kingdom that lasts forever. Amen. 

 
      Blessings, Msgr. Owens 

 
 

Archbishop Wood 
High School 

 
Open House & 

Registration for the 
Class of 2014 

Thursday, Nov. 19th 
7:00-9:00 PM 

Academic Scholarship 
Exam will be Sat. Dec. 

5th at 8 AM. Please 
call Patty Roschetz, 

Director of Admissions 
for details at  

(215) 672-5050 ext. 
268. 

CHARITABLE GIFT 
ANNUITY 
Great Rates 

 
These difficult financial 
times present a particu-
larly good time for con-
sidering Gift Annuity 
program. You may have 
sold stock in the last 
months or weeks, and/or 
have other funds parked 
in various interest money 
market or savings ac-
counts. You cannot beat 
an annuity, guaranteed 
by the Archdiocese that 
pays 2-3 times the money 
market rate! And you get 
to make a gift to the Par-
ish and receive a charita-
ble deduction as part of 
the deal! 
This is a great opportu-
nity for you to help your 
parish in the future and 
get a great rate for a life 
time. 
Current rates are: 
Age 65: 5.3% Age 70: 

5.7% 
Age 75: 6.3% Age 80: 

7.1% 
Age 85: 8.1% Age 90: 

9.5% 
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